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In Memoriam

i’.’h

Michael Brewster Folsom

Michael B. Folsom, Founder of the Charles
River Museum of Industry, died suddenly on 12
December 1990. He was known to many for his
curiosity, his interest in the way things worked,
and his ability to write and speak about the way the
development of technology changed people's lives.
One of his special interests was teaching people
about the interaction between man and machine.

His love for industrial archeology led him to
study the Francis Cabot Lowell Mill in Waltham
and its first occupant, the Boston Manufacturing
Company. It did not take him long to realize that
the mill had enormous historical significance. This

in turn led him to uncover the rich industrial history
of the entire Charles River valley.

Dr. Folsom was a man with a vision. He was
always a step ahead of everyone else. And so it
was with the Museum — he visualized the mill as a
site for a museum commemorating the history of
the industries along the Charles River, and the
people that worked in them. Soon, his enthusiasm
caught on to those around him. Working with
regional industry leaders, educators, and the local
communities, he developed programs to link
people to their past. The result was that people in a
city that felt no special distinction suddenly took
pride in their history, their heritage and their
accomplishments.

In 1980 he founded and became the first
Executive Director of the Charles River Museum of
Industry. He was the heart and soul of the
Museum. He will be sorely missed. We at the
Museum have a renewed commitment to keep his
dreams and legacy alive through our work, to make
the Museum a worthy and enduring monument to
his life and his work.

Dr. Michael Folsom leaves his wife, Dr.
Marcia Folsom, Wheelock College Chair of Liberal
Arts, and his sons, Jamie Folsom and Raphael
Folsom. His family has established The Charles
River Museum of Industry Folsom Memorial Fund
in his memory. %
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Support the Charles River Museum of Industry!

O  Yes, I want to be a Museum member!
O  New Membership
O Renewal

Enclosed is Q  $25 for Individual Membership
O $40 for Family Membership
Q  $15 for Seniors and Students

a I would like to support the Museum with a donation of:
O $25 O $100 O  $250
O 850 O " §150 O  $500
O §75 O $200 O  Other

Name:
Address:

Telephone: ( )
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CHARLES RIVER MUSEUM OF INDUSTRY Boston. MA
2

154 Moody Street » Waltham, MA 02154

MS. ELIZABETH CASTNER
685 TRAPELO ROAD
WALTHAM MA 02154

Museum Hours:

Thursday & Saturday 10 AM-5PM
and By Appointment (call 617/893-5410)




