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Greetings from the
Charles River Museum!

  Poised as we are to turn the calendar 
page and get started on 2017, a quick look 
back at 2016 has me feeling grateful and 
optimistic.
  I first want to thank everyone who 
visited the Museum this year — to view our 
exhibits, to take in a concert, to support 
a nonprofit at a crucial fundraiser, or to 
celebrate the marriage of a beloved couple.
   You, the people, are why we are 
here. Many more of you visited us this year 
than last, and it has made a big, positive 
difference in both the financial wellbeing 
of the institution, but also in how we 
perceive and experience the value of our 
work. Speaking for our crucial volunteers, 
as well as our staff and trustees, thank you 
for coming!
  To our donors and sponsors who have 
provided crucial financial support for our 
museum and mission to encourage and 
inspire future innovation in America: your 
numbers and your commitment have grown 
significantly this year, which is immensely 
inspiring to us! Thank you very, very much.

  Knowing that our museum is reaching 
a larger and more diverse audience is 
challenging us to be more creative and 
more productive in pursuit of our mission, 
as a steward of history, and as a resource for 
education and inspiration. 
  As we make the turn into the new year, 
we look forward to introducing new artifacts 
and exhibits, telling more stories in more 
ways (including audio and video technology, 
both on premise and online), introducing 
more educational programming, and 
hosting a wider variety of special events 
showcasing innovators of the past and 
present in science, technology, engineering, 
manufacturing and the performing arts. 
  Thank you for your support and 
appreciation this year. Here’s wishing you 
and yours the best of everything in 2017.

Happy New Year!

Bob Perry
Executive Director

A Fitting, Enduring Tribute 
  At a November 28, 2016 ceremony 
in the offices of the Nelson Companies 
overlooking Route 128/95 in Waltham, 
the former Winter Street Bridge spanning 
the highway was formally renamed the 
“Arthur H. Nelson Memorial Bridge” in Mr. 
Nelson’s honor. Deep appreciation for their 
time effort in making this honor a reality 
is due to our State Representatives Thomas 
M. Stanley and John J. Lawn, Jr., and to our 
State Senator Michael J. Barrett. 

  Arthur Nelson was a founder of our 
museum, the longtime president of our 
Board of Trustees, and our relentless 
benefactor. Mr. Nelson fully appreciated, 
and was inspired by, the historical, 
transformative significance of the 
innovations of Francis Cabot Lowell and 
Paul Moody at the Boston Manufacturing 
Company two centuries ago on the site of 
our museum — the first integrated factory 
in the United States, and a cornerstone of 
the American Industrial Revolution.
  An extraordinary visionary himself, 
Arthur Nelson understood and manifested 
the essential interconnectedness in our 
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find there audio from our Mill Talks lecture 
series as well as interesting and amusing 
stories from museum visitors who were 
inspired to share them with us. Expect this 
library to grow slowly and steadily through 
the new year.
  If you’re interested in listening, please 
visit us on Soundcloud on the web at https://
soundcloud.com/charlesrivermuseum. 
You can also search for the Charles River 
Museum Podcast on iTunes, where you will 
find all the same material. Enjoy!

  Recently we began to develop an audio 
library and have started posting it online. 
Hosted on Soundcloud, you can currently 
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time of the three main sectors of our 
economy: both nonprofit and for-profit 
corporations, and government.  Arthur 
Nelson understood that, to get the best out 
of people, and to do the greatest possible 
good for society, all three sectors must each 
help ensure the health and success of the 
others, and collaborate.

  How fitting, then, that Arthur Nelson’s 
visionary contributions while among us 
should be memorialized in a bridge—a 
bridge over America’s technology highway—
built by our government, connecting so 
many great companies with our community, 
and ensuring easy movement and 
communication among them.

– “...Tribute” continued

The official MA State proclamation naming the 
“Arthur H. Nelson Memorial Bridge.

In the News
  We were excited to be featured last month in the Baystate Banner’s “Banner Biz” 
magazine — a full-color glossy publication focused on urban business in the Greater 

Boston area. 
  Wittily titled – given our location in 
Waltham’s Francis Cabot Lowell Mill — “Not 
Your Run-Of-The-Mill Museum,” the article 
focused on our commitment to adding the 
performing arts to the list of reasons to visit 
us. – You can find the article online here: 
http://bit.ly/2iFpPY1

Seeking Volunteers
  T h e  C h a r l e s  R i ve r 
Museum of Industry & Innovation 
has many opportunities for 
volunteering!
  Beginning with the fact 
that we are a history museum, 
we would welcome assistance 
from historians, and industrial 
historians in particular, as we 
continue to develop and share 
our understanding of our collection and 
the industrial history of our location, and 
our region. 
  We would welcome hands-on as well 
as consulting technical assistance of many 
kinds, from watch and clock makers and 
repairers to carpenters, machinists, and 
engineers of all disciplines. We need help 
with artifact interpretation, presentation, 
and preservation. A broad range of skill sets 
and experience will qualify an individual 
for assisting us in those efforts. 
  Of course, all that collection data 
needs to reside somewhere and be accessible 
both to us and to the public. We have only 
just begun the process of migrating our 
collection data to “the cloud” and would be 
grateful for detail-oriented assistance with 
that project. 
Our museum includes a small library that 
was well-organized in the past but needs 
both some organizing attention in the 
wake of a damaging roof leak, and proper 
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cataloging, including digitization, so that 
we fully understand what we have, and are 
able to assist researchers that contact us 
from time to time. Librarians welcome!
  Finally, we need docents — people 
who can learn about our building and 
our collection in detail and share it in an 
engaging manner with our visitors. Most 
docenting takes place during our operating 
hours, of course, but we also get requests 
for docents at private events at the museum 
where hosts seek to provide their guests 
with guided insight into the provenance 
and significance of our artifacts and our 
historical building and location.
  If you’re interested in sharing 
your time, talent, and experience, and 
are curious to learn if our museum is 
a match with your skills and interests, 
please contact the museum’s Executive 
Administrator, Elana Winkler at elana.
winkler@charlesrivermuseum.org - and, 
thank you!
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