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CRONIN S

_[ANDING

Cronin's Landing - Phoenix Rising from the Ashes

s been 112 years since Jeremich
Cronrn ran @ smoll advertisement in
the Watertown Enterprise to promote
his Japan Tea Store by offering "Com-
plete line of elegant lamps will be
given away with very small or-
ders.” It was to be the first of the
many hundreds of ads which Jeremiah
and the future Grover Cronin's were
to run in national, as well local, pub-
lications extolling the company's
merchandise.

Jeremiah Cronin, the son of
Irish immigrants, established his first
business The Japan Tea Store in a
small clapboard building in what
would now be considered downtown
Watertown. An innovative entre-
preneur he had a penchantfor'come-

n-in and-buy' promotions, offering
a variety of gifts with orders of 'by-
the-pound' Indian and China tea. It
wasn't unusual of him to give a pair
of ice skates with an order of 2 |bs. of
tea.

In 1893 Jeremiah moved his
store to Moody Street in Waltham
and renamed it the Hub Tea Co. Soon
after the move his only son, Grover,
joined him in running the day-to-day
operations of the store. Grover, with
his canny ability to run the tea shop
soon expanded the business into a
dry goods emporium, where as their
ads stated, they sold just about ev-
erything.

When Jeremiah Cronin died
in 1912 Grover took over the busi-

ness and by 1925 the store wus inwi -
porated and dramatically modern-
ized. Grover got rid of all his little
specialty shops that occupied the
block by tearing down the partitions
between the shops thus creating one
huge block-length store. With its truly
beautiful art deco limestone facade
the now named Grover Cronin was to
become for the next sixty years
"CroninsinWaltham" to out-of-
towners and @ more respectful
Cronins to the locals.

In 1946 Grover Cronin intro-
duced what was to become synony-
mous with the store's name, the Eas-
ter and Christmas Parades. The Eas-
ter Parade came first and attracted
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page 4, The INNOVATOR

Letters to the editor

Homeschool enjoys Museum tour
On behalf of my family and our home-
school group, thankyou for an excellent
and enjoyable tour. Most of students
and all of the parents expressed their
enthusiasm to me. You saw all those
"hands-up” (including parents).

Thanks again to both Karen
and Pat for a highly enjoyable and
informative tour. A special thanks for
speaking to my son, Trevor in the gift
section and for the information about
the N.E.M.E.S. meeting which we hope
to attend when time permits.
Sincerely,

Donna Sibley

T TEU8-873-8621 for |

Thanks for the great tour
Thank you for the great tour. | liked all
the hands-on stuff.

Sincerely,

Trevor

P.S. Thankyou for telling me about the
NEMES meeting.

Editor's Note:

N.E.M.E.S., the New England Model Engi-
neering Society meets at CRMI on the first
Thursday of the month from 7 to 9:30 p.m.
The meetings usually begin with a Show
and Tell where members bring in their
projects, followed by a short break before
the main talk of t' =~ ~ening. Please call
iation.

(A perfect gift, anytime! i
MEMBERSHIP IN THE
Charles River Museum

of Industry
Individual $25.00
Family $40.00
Senior/Student $15.00
Send to:
Name:
Address

Enclosed check for $

Payahle to: CRMI

\_154 Moody St. » Waltham, MA 021 54 J

We're looking for a few good people - Waltham Watch Company people that 11!

The Charles River Museum of Industry is seeking Waltham Watch Co. employees - and those interested
in Waltham Watches. We would very much like to have an afternoon get-together at the
Museum where the folks who worked at Waltham Watch Company can join us and talk about the ol’ days
and the importance of the Waltham Watch Company. We haven't set a date yet but are considering mid
to late fall. If interested please call 893-5410.

CRMI WISH LIST

The Charles River Museum of Industry is seeking donations for the refurbishing of a silk weave of the
Boston Manufacturing Company. This beautiful and unique silk weave of 1890 needs major cleaning and
restoration work. The cost is approximately $400. Please send contributions to: Charles River Museum of

Industry, 154 Moody Street, Waltham, MA 02154. We do thank you for your kind contribution.

=

NV TP YT Non-Profit Org.
P s A s U.S. Postage Paid
— - — BULK MAIL

Charles River Museum of Industry

154 Moody Street
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154

DZ1Ta-D628 T

Ms. Melissa Mannon
Waltham Public Library
735 Main Street
Waltham, MA 02154
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