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The interior of the Embassy Theatre c1945. We believe the photos were taken for an E for Excellence Award Night. Further

information about these two photographs would be greatly appreciated. Photos courtesy of the Waltham Historical Society.

Editor’s Note:Tom Neville, a staff reporter for The News Tribune wrote
this article about the demise of the Embassy Theatre for the Tribune’s
Centennial Edition in June of 1984. His story is reprinted, with some
editing, with the kind permission of The News Tribune.

TheFallof the Embassy Theatre

“The once elegant stage and movie theater stood 44 years
on its Moody Street pedestal. But time and a drastic de-
cline in patronage caused its demise. All that remains now
are a few heaps of rubble, a naked and vacant lot. The City
of Waltham spent $234,000 to buy the theater and the ad-
jacent parking lot.

A special lighting effect gave the Embassy ceiling
the illusion of clouds floating beneath a star-filled sky. It
was one of few such effects in the region and four decades
of movie patrons marveled at the interior charm.

Built in 1928, the Embassy had a brief heyday as a
vaudevillian show place. Although the acts which appeared
on the Waltham stage were not part of the theatrical hall of
fame, they did bring laughter and tears to hundreds of post-
war audiences. Silent flicks are also part of the Embassy’s
early life. In the 1930’s the talkies came in and the Em-

bassy adapted. In those days movies were more than just
an hour and half of visual entertainment.

The patrons would listen to an organ concert dur-
ing intermission or mingle outside near the Charles River
sipping free soda pop and puffing complimentary cigarettes
while colored lights shone on the waterfall. What was once
the spacious lobby of the Embassy is now a walkway for
shoppers. Cars park where theater goers once relaxed in
their orchestra seats. Seats went for 35 and 45 cents.

William E. Harnett has been manager through most
of its four decades. He was there for the last show on Feb-
ruary 1972, a leap year event. “The Lady and the Tramp,”
was the last feature to be shown. “It was one of the last
suburban theaters to close its doors” lamented Harnett.
James J. Tully was stage manager when it opened and at
its closing. Also well remembered were J. Leslie Cahill, or-
ganist in the early years and John W. “Sam” Bosworth, who
presided over Embassy as assistant manager.

Moody Street had other theaters also long gone.
The Rex Theater was on the second floor of the AOQUW
Building in Hall's Corner in pre-Embassy days, offering si-

lent movies at 6 cents per admission”.  consinued on page 2
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Page 4, The INNOVATOR

Lookus up........ WWW.CRMI.ORG/~CRMI

Payable to: CharlesRiver Museumof Industry, 154 Moody Street, Waltham, MA 02154

e pp————————————
I . :

| Lookingfor the perfect gift for that hard-to-buy person
| The Holiday Season is fast approaching, and a most suitable gift, always in good taste, is a
1 membership in the

} Charles River Museum of Industry

[ Please send a Membership to

: Address

I

l Message on card to read:

I

: Please send a Membership to

| Address 4'

I

I

| Message on card to read:

I

I

I Individual Q $25.00 Family Q $40.00 Senior/Student O $15.00.
| Enclosed check for $

I

I

|

I

L
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CRMI WISHLIST

Please send contributions to: - g

Charles River Museum of Industry, 154 Street, Waltham, MA 02154.
We thank you for your thoughtful contribution.

The Museum is seeking donations for the refurbishing of a silk weave of the Boston Manufacturing Company. This
beautiful and unique silk weave of 1890 needs major cleaning and restoration work. The cost is approximately $400.

“'r',;q'r-’;‘vr-’;-
- = -
Ms. Melissa Mannon
CHARLES RIVER Waltham Public Library
MUSEUM OF INDUSTRY 735 Main Street

Waltham, MA 02154

154 Moody Street
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154
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